Natasha M. Freeman on Abwûn: A Conversation

[bookmark: Editing][bookmark: _GoBack]NATASHA: I would describe Abwûn as a soulful, suspense-filled tale that speaks to the human search for spiritual meaning and what appears to be our instinctual desire to understand ourselves, some idea of God, and the world in which we live.
Q: I’ve heard that it blows religion out of the water.
NATASHA: Well, that will be up to you to decide. Ultimately, I see it as a complete and utter celebration of life.
Q: Who is Abwûn for?
NATASHA: Anyone who is affected by religion, which means everyone, because in some way, we all are. Even an atheist who insists she does not believe in God first has to reject the idea of God as presented by religion, before she decides what she does or does not believe. It is a story for anyone who has ever prayed, or wondered if he should. It is a story for people who wonder.
Q: About what?
NATASHA: If God and religion are the same thing.
Q: What do you have to say to those who might be weary of the content?
NATASHA: I would have them ask themselves what it is they are weary of. Discovery? Knowledge? Thought? Discussion? I would say that there is nothing to be afraid of. It’s a journey, an exploration of spiritual truth and what the idea of “truth” means in the context of the human experience. It’s a story about what it means to be human and a discussion about the way religion influences, shapes, lifts, or harms our perceptions of that. To me, that’s well worth discussing. Yes, the material at times might seem confrontational, controversial, but to as many others, it will feel like light pouring in.
Q: What made you write Abwûn?
NATASHA: There are many answers to that question, but the simplest is that I read a lot of interesting things and wondered why more people weren’t talking about them. During the process of my wondering, a story began to emerge with characters reflecting what I had learned in the context of their own experiences with religion.
Q: Is it an easy read?
NATASHA: It’s easy to read, but the material is at times thought provoking. Regardless of whether you attend religious services, Abwûn will challenge you to think about the greater meaning of all things, or if indeed there is one.
Q: Will this book give definitive answers in that regard?
NATASHA, laughing: The only definitive answer anyone can have about God is the one he finds within himself. The story will challenge people as much as it will inspire them; it’s a bit of magic, I think. A journey. Someone described it the other day as a spiritual, intellectual odyssey. It will be a different experience for everyone.
Q: Any aggressive reactions so far?
NATASHA: I had one reader say, “You shouldn’t write a book like this. It will upset too many people.” Interesting, I thought. And then, imagine if we didn’t write or talk about the things that might upset some people: child abuse, rape, war, racism, genocide, the effect of religion on the human experience—that’s not a satisfactory enough reason not to write about it.
